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furnished herself, and furnish all who are under the same misfortunes, with the most agreeable manner of concealing it; and that on the other side, every one who has any beauty in face or shape, may also be furnished with the most agreeable manner of showing it.
Secondly, that whereas some of our young gentlemen who travel, give us great reason to suspect that they only go abroad to make or improve a fancy for -dress, a project of this nature may be a means to keep them at home, which is in effect the keeping of so much money in the kingdom. And perhaps the balance of fashion in Europe, which now leans upon the side of France, may be so altered for the future, that it may become as common with Frenchmen to come to England for their finishing stroke of breeding, as it has been for Englishmen to go to France for it.
Thirdly, whereas several great scholars, who might have been otherwise useful to the world, have spent their time in studying to describe the dresses of the ancients from dark hints, which they are fain to interpret and support with much learning, it will from henceforth happen that they shall be freed from the trouble, and the world from useless volumes. This project will be a registry to which posterity may have recourse for the clearing such obscure passages as tend that way in authors, and therefore we shall not for the future submit ourselves to the learning of etymology, which might persuade the age to come that the farthingal was worn for cheapness, or the furbelow for warmth.
Fourthly, whereas they who are old themselves have often a way of railing at the extravagance of youth, and the whole age in which their children live, it is hoped that this ill humour will be much suppressed when we can have recourse' to the fashions of their times, produce them in our vindication, and be able to show that it might have been as expensive in Queen Elizabeth's time only to wash and quill a ruff, as it is now to buy cravats or neck-handkerchiefs.
We desire also to have it taken notice of^, that because we would show a particular respect to foreigners, which may induce them to perfect their breeding here in a knowledge which is very proper for pretty gentlemen, we have conceived the motto for the house in the